
Success Story 

Farm Women becomes successful ‘Organic Fruit grower’ - Journey towards 

non –traditional fruit farming 

Sow. Archana Santosh Mane, 38 yrs old house wife from ‘Jawalgaon, small 

village near from Himayatnagar  block of  Nanded district had got 3 acre land with 

traditional crops . Her husband Mr. Santosh Mane repairing and maintaining 

generators petrol and diesel engines, and spare very little home on farm, therefore 

Archana Mane has got full responsibility of house as well as farm. But as time 

passes to meet education, medical, farm and other miscellaneous expenditure, it 

was very difficult for her to sustain on farm with traditional cropping of soybean, 

cotton and Red gram. Thus in order to raise more income from farm, she decided 

to change cropping pattern with the help of KVK, Pokharni, Nanded-I. Her 

expectations comes to fruit, when she had been selected for 05 days residential 

training on ‘Natural & Organic Farming’ organized by KVK, Pokharni, Nanded-I. 

During training she interact with KVK scientists and decided to change cropping 

pattern on her farm with less use chemical fertilizers and pesticides and got hands 

on training on farm productions of organic and natural inputs. During trainings Dr. 

Deshmukh D.A. (SMS- Horticulture) advised her to turns towards diversified 

farming and cultivates, ‘Dragon fruit’ on her farm with soil testing first under the 

advisory KVK, Nanded-I. Thus she decided to cultivate Red flesh dragon fruit on 

1.5 acres of land. She purchased dragon fruit saplings from Rajasthan and erected 

cement pole and planted saplings at 10’x 6’foot distance spacing. In this way 4 

saplings were planted at one cement pole and they were watered by drip irrigation 

through which she can apply bio organic and natural inputs right from beginning. 

After 18 months from planting fruit bearing starts and thus she got 1.5 quintal fresh 

fruits from 1.5 acre land with the help of KVK and various other social media 

platforms and exhibitions she earns 1500 kg  X  350 Rs/ kg = 5,25,000/- Rupees 

income. She intercropped this dragon fruits with Soybean, green & Black Gram 

and applied Jivamrut, Dashparni Ark, Neem ark for plant protection which she 

received hands on trainings from KVK, Nanded-1from Soybean intercropping 11 

quintal of yield from 1.5 acre land in order to protect from sun and provide natural 

shade to dragon fruit. She planted one Drumstick seedling between two dragon 

saplings as they are quickly growing, beside this drumstick leaves and pods may 

become additional source of income in future. 



 She also established small nursery of dragon fruit saplings on 12 R area and 

produced at about 2000 saplings which she sold at Rs.60/- per saplings and thus 

earns Rs.120000/- additional income from farm nursery. She herself doing all farm 

operations and also provides feed and fodder to two cows (one indigenous cow and 

one murrah buffalo) and sale milk at about 20 liters per day  to village dairy which 

meet her daily needs and expenditures  of family.  

 Thus this house wife cum farm women express thanks to KVK and now a 

days she recognized as a ‘Krishi Sakhi’ of Nanded District and becomes light 

house for all farm women as well as house wives  who willing to do farming as a 

business with the help of non – traditional way on purely holistic approach.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 


